BOOK REVIEWS superficial review of its topic and there is little attempt to indicate future trends in intensive therapy. These selected reviews as such may be of limited value to residents, interns and intensive care nurse trainees, but on the whole the information contained in this text has been presented in much better fashion in other available texts. PETER book is a goldmine of information of the sort that is frequently difficult to find when it is urgently needed. The complicated patients are those women whose pregnancies are abnormal in some way, or who are suffering from some coincidental disease. We are told that complicated pregnancies now account for 30% of all deliveries, and the obstetric anaesthetist must appreciate the problems that may accompany these pregnancies, particularly when anaesthesia is required.
As Professor Shnider states in the foreword, there has never been such widespread interest in obstetric anaesthesia as now. In the past few years, half a dozen major textbooks on this subject have been published, but "Obstetric Anaesthesia; The Complicated Patient" is a unique and significant addition to the literature.
Twenty-one authors from the United States and Canada have contributed to the sixteen chapters, and unlike some multi-author texts, careful editing has ensured an even presentation and a minimum of repetition or overlap. After two chapters on Foetal Distress and Foetal Monitoring, the subject matter is divided into the major pathological areas; neurological Diseases; Cardiac Diseases; Respiratory Problems; Renal Disease and Endocrine Disease. Diabetes, Bleeding Problems and Pregnancy-Induced Hypertension are well discussed, and there are chapters on the purely obstetric complications of Preterm Delivery, Breech Presentation and MUltiple Gestation, and Drug Addiction in Mother, Foetus and Newborn.
Each chapter stands independently as a review of current knowledge of the subject under discussion; up-to-date, succinct, and authoritative. The book is beautifully produced, with a clear standard format that is used throughout; there are extensive bibliographies after each chapter and the book is well indexed. It is a most impressive reference text that should be available to every obstetric anaesthetist.
C. R. CUM lE
Cardiovascular Anaesthesia and Postoperative Care, Sait Tarhan (ed.); Year Book Medical Publishers; CIG Medishield Ramsay, 7 Khartoum Rd., North Ryde, N.S.W. 2113, $108.50; pp. 516; 260 x 185. It is always a pleasure to come upon a book on sub-specialist practice by authors who have had a vast experience of the topic. The pleasure is increased when the authors support their recommendations with a clear analysis and summary of the relevant basic sciences and published works on related clinical research. So it was with high expectations that I opened this work by a distinguished group of workers from the Mayo Clinic and Mayo Foundation. Overall, these expectations were met most satisfactorily. The content of the twenty-five chapters covers preoperative assessment and preparation, medical, anaesthesia and postoperative care. Each chapter is lucid, relevant and precise without being over sparse. The illustrations are excellent although most have been selected from existing texts and journal articles. Cardiac anaesthetists will enjoy the clarity of description of the standard surgical procedures (particularly for congenital abnormalities) and the implications for anaesthesia that result.
This book does have deficiencies. The bibliography contains no references more recent than early 1979. As a result anaesthesia for the surgical management of arrhythmias is not covered. The use of high dose narcotics is not included for the same reason. The advances of the last few years in coronary artery surgery, resuscitation and nonsurgical management of arrhythmias are also missing. Also on the deficit side must be included the slight uneveness of style which comes from multiple authorship. One chapter of 108 pages on congenital defects is quite daunting and some subdivision of this content would have helped.
However, there is something in this book for anaesthetists of all levels of training and experience. Certainly it is a must for all departments with a cardiac unit. But be warned! This is a book for the library and not the bedside. DON ; 240 x 150. This volume is a collection of papers representing the opinions and experience of several authors whose various specialties involve the diagnosis and management of chronic low back pain. It is not a general review of the subject, nor does it critically evaluate all available forms of therapy. Indeed, to
